YAHWEH, THE GOD OF ISRAEL, ISWITH US!

“Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and shew my people their transgression, and
the house of Jacob their sins...”
(Isaiah 58: 1)

Sermon Notes

Study Carefully & Study Prayerfully

Who/What Is The Antichrist?

Readings. 2 Thessalonians 2, Revelation 13 or Daniel 7

1. Introduction

Few students of Bible prophecy will deny that we live in the days just prior to the return of Jesus Christ.
All around we see the signs of the Saviour’sreturn: wars, famines, disease epidemics, sexual vice,
religious/ethnic persecution, global pollution, floods, droughts, escalating violence and the
terrifying rape of earth’s natural resour ces. Yes, these are the closing days of our age and only the
spiritually blind will fail to recognize that something is terribly wrong. Before the Saviour |eft this earth,
he listed the events (signs) that would occur on earth just prior to hisreturn. They are recorded in
passages such as (Matthew 24, Mark 13 and Luke 21).

Matthew 24: 6: “ And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all
these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.
7: For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be
famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places.
8: All these are the beginning of sorrows.”

Commenting on the behaviour of mankind in the last days the Apostle Paul writes the following:
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2 Timothy 3: 1: “ This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.
2: For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers,
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,
3: Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of
those that are good,
4. Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;
5: Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.”

No one will doubt that these are accurate descriptions of our time. Even the unbelieving world is
becoming increasingly aware that something is terribly wrong with the human race. But what isthe next
event before Jesus Christ (Yeshuathe Messiah) returnsto earth? Millions of Christians think that the
next eventwill be the Secret Rapture. The rapture, they think, could occur any moment now - any day,
any night. When it does occur, they believe, millions of faithful Christians will be secretly caught up to
heaven, leaving the rest of mankind to go through the Great Tribulation described in the book of
Revelation. Isthat what you are waiting for - the Secret Rapture? If you are, then read thisarticle

with special care.

The Apostle Paul warns the church not to be deceived by any false teaching about the vital matter of the
Messiah's return. He tells us that befor e the Saviour returnsto earth the Antichrist, the Man of Sin,
will appear. In other words, close though we are to the return of Jesus Christ, expect the appear anceof
the Antichrist first. Consider Paul's wordsin:

2 Thessalonians 2: 1. “ Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by
our gathering together unto him,
2: That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word,
nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand.
3: Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there
come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition.”

Notice that befor e Jesus Christ returns to earth these two (2) events must take place:

. (1) A falling away first
« (2) Theman of sinisrevealed

Thefalling away (from the Truth and the Faith once delivered to the early church) has already
begun. All over the world believers are giving up their faith and rebelling against the truth. These
foundations of law and order (faith and obedience) are being jettisoned. Open any newspaper, switch on
any radio or television set in any country and rebellion against law and order will be the main news, in so-
called Christian countries. What is even more tragic is that thousands of Christian preachers also take
delight in rebelling against the law of God. They teach:

. That Yahweh’'slaw is now obsolete.
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. That it restricts man’s freedom.
. That it isimpossibleto keep anyway.
. That believersareall freefrom the law.

It isdifficult, if not impossible, to describe the gravity and danger of such error. But this paper is not
about Y ahweh'slaw nor the church’sfalling away from the truth. This article is about the Antichrist,
who is also referred to in the Scriptures as the Son of Perdition, the L awless One, the Man of Sin etc.
Make no mistake, failure to identify the Antichrist, who isto appear just before the return of Jesus Christ
to earth, will be catastr ophic. No one can afford to mistake the identity of the Antichrist. To do so could
cost a person eterna life! This Bible-based article will help thereader identify him when he makes
his appear ance. Read it prayerfully, several times over, and keep it in asafe place. In the Bible the
Antichrist is known by several names or descriptions. They are:

. Theson of perdition.

. Thewicked one.

. Thebeast.

. Theman of sin.

. Thelittle horn.

. Themystery of lawlessness, etc.

Some of our readers will be acquainted with these terms, for many books and articles have been written
about the Antichrist. But, strange as it may seem, comparatively few writers support with scriptural proof
their conclusions about the Antichrist. Thereforein order to arrive at the truth, we will allow the
Scripturesaloneto give usthe answer to the question:

2. Who/What Is The Antichrist?

Aswe have aready pointed out, failure to identify the Antichrist will be catastrophic. Thereader is
advised, therefore, to check all the statements and conclusions made in thisarticle to confirm that
they are scripturally sound. If you do not agree with what is written here, then let us have your opinion;
making sure that you give an alter native explanation to all the texts that we have used to prove our
stand. Six identifying clues about the Antichrist will now be considered.

ClueNo. 1
The Antichrist isthe ‘man of sin’

2 Thessalonians 2: 3 “Let no man deceive you by any means:. for that day shall not come, except there
come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;”

Heis called the man of sin (another word for lawlessness) because he vainly thinks that he can break
and finally change the law of the Almighty God. According to the prophet Daniel the particular



commandments the Antichrist vainly imagines he can break and change are the ones which deal with the
element of time. This means the Sabbath commandments; for they are the only onesin the law of God
which deal with the element of time.

Daniel 7: 25: “ And he shall speak great words against the most High, and shall wear out the saints of
the most High, and think to change times and laws:”

The Aramaic word ‘sh@na‘ {shen-aw'} meansto change, transform, frustrate. And the Aramaic word
z@man {zem-awn'} means a set time or season. In other words the Antichrist would attempt to change,
transform and frustrate the Almighty's set or appointed timesin God’s law. And that is exactly what the
Lawless One has tried to do by introducing the pagan festivals of Christmas, Easter and Sunday.

ClueNo. 2

The Antichrist lived beforethe year AD 96.

When the prophecy of the Revelation was being given (about AD 96) the Beast, to al intents and
purposes, was dead.

Revelation 17: 8: “ The beast that thou sawest was, and is not...”

Thisisavital clue; for it tells us that the Beast lived before the year AD 96; ‘hewas’ (was alive) before
the Revelation was given. It also tells us that the Beast was dead in that year; he ‘isnot;’ (was not alive)
when the prophecy was given. A small but vital clue, so remember it.

ClueNo. 3
The Antichrist will riseto life from out of the bottomless pit.

Revelation 11: 7: “ And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of
the bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kil
them.”

Revelation 17: 8: “ The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless
pit, and go into perdition...”

What isthe bottomless pit? Whereisthe bottomless pit?

According to Strong's Bible Dictionary the Greek word abussos {ab’-us-sos} translated Bottomless Pit is
the bottomless, unbounded abyss: a pit of immeasurable depth: avery deep gulf or chasm in the lowest
parts of the earth used as the common receptacle of the dead and especially as the abode of demons. In
the Gospel of Luke we read how evil angels in times past begged Jesus not to order them to the ‘deep,’
the ‘abussos,” the Bottomless Pit, the Abyss, the angel penitentiary where the Beast is being held captive.
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Luke 8: 31: “ And they besought him that he would not command them to go out into the deep.”

2 Peter 2: 4: “For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered
theminto chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment.”

Jude 1 6: “ And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath
reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day.”

In other words, many evil angels are currently being held captive in the Abyss (the Bottomless Pit, a
place in the lowest parts of the earth) where they await their Day of Judgment. Free-roaming demons are
terrified of being sent there. This clue tells us that the Antichrist comes from that place - the Bottomless

Pit.

ClueNo. 4
When the Antichrist rises from the abyss he will reveal himself to mankind and claim to be God!

Revelation 17: 8: “ The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless
pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose
names wer e not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, when
they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is.”

2 Thessalonians 2: 4: “Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is
wor shipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he
is God.
5: Remember ye not, that, when | was yet with you, | told you these things?
6: And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in histime.
7. For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will |et,
until he be taken out of the way.
8: And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the
spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming.”

So important isthiscluethat it must be repeated: When the Antichrist ascends from out of the
Abyss, he will claim to be God and will reveal himself to mankind!

Notice that the Antichrist doesn't merely speak as though he were an infallible spokesman of God. Many
Roman Catholic and Protestant leaders already do that. Oh no, the Antichrist goes much further; he
will reveal himself to mankind and say: | AM GOD!

ClueNo. 5
The Antichrist will reign for three and a half years. (42 months)
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After being released from the Abyss the Antichrist will begin aworld-wide reign of terror which is
scheduled to last three and a half year s or 42 months. During this period virtually every person on earth
will worship the Antichrist as God!

Daniel 7: 25: “ And he shall speak great words against the most High, and shall wear out the saints of
the most High, and think to change times and laws. and they shall be given into his hand until
a time and times and the dividing of time.”

. Time=1Year.
. Times=2Years.
. Dividing of Times=%2A Year.

This makes atotal of three and a half years or 42 months,

Revelation 13: 5: “ And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and
power was given unto himto continue forty and two months.
6: And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name, and his
tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven.
7: And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and
power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations.
8: And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in
the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.”

ClueNo. 6

Antichrist Will Attack The Armiesof Heaven And Challenge Jesus Christ Himself.

According to the prophecy of Daniel 8 the Little Horn will attack the army of heaven, enter the heavenly
Temple and cast many of God's holy angels to the earth. He will even challenge Christ, the Prince of the
heavenly host!

Daniel 8: 10: “ And it waxed great, even to the host of heaven; and it cast down some of the host and of
the starsto the ground, and stamped upon them.
11: Yea, he magnified himself even to the prince of the host, and by him the daily sacrifice
was taken away, and the place of his sanctuary was cast down.”

The temporary victory against the heavenly sanctuary and its host deludes the Antichrist into thinking
he can even prevent the true Messiah from returning to the earth. In avain attempt to accomplish this
futile plan, the Antichrist, Beast marshals the armies of the world to make war against the Saviour at his
second advent.



Revelation 19: 19: “And | saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together
to make war against him that sat on the horse, and against his army.
20: And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before
him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that
wor shipped hisimage. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with
brimstone.”

That ishow the Antichrist will meet hisdeath: in the lake of fire. From that death the Antichrist
will NEVER rise again.

3. Popular Beliefs About The Antichrist

Incredible as it may seem, none of the popular interpretations about the Antichrist fit these six scriptural
clues. Most do not fit even two clues, let alone all six. Let us now consider some of the popular opinions
about the Antichrist that are circulating in the Christian world.

4. International Communism

Many groups believed that I nter national Communism was the Antichrist. In view of the break up of the
former Soviet Union that interpretation is now dead. Communism, in fact, does not match clues 2, 3,4, 5
and 6.

5. United Nations Organization

Othersthink that the UN isthe Antichrist. But the UN’simpotence is all too evident these days. Besides,
the UN doesn't fit asingle one of those six clues; so it cannot be the Beast.

6. European Economic Community

Still others think that the Eur opean Economic Community (EEC) isthe Antichrist; that asthe
resurrected Roman Empire it will some day govern the whole world. But the EEC also doesn't match a
single one of those six clues. Besides the EEC has been in existence alot longer than three and a half
years.

/. The Papacy

Millions of Protestants believe that the Papacy isthe Antichrist. Thisisatragic mistake. How do we
know? Because of the following reasons:



. The Papacy did not come out of the Abyss as required by (Clue No 2.)

. The Abyssremains shut till after the sealing of the 144000.

. The Papacy was not in existence before AD 96 as required by (Clue No 3.)

. The Pope does not claim to be God as required by (Clue No 4.)

. Nor do Roman Cathalics, let alone the whole world, worship the Pope as God (Clue No 5.)

. The Pope claimsto be the Vicar of God. Indeed thousands of vicars, prophets and priests of many
faiths make the same claim.

. The Papacy has been in power for alot longer than three and a half years; whether we compute a
day for ayear or not (Clue No 5.)

. The Papacy istotally incapable of attacking the heavenly host and casting some of God's holy
angels down to earth.

« Nor will the Papacy be able to marshal earth's armies to fight Jesus Christ at hisreturn. Thevery
ideaisludicrous. See (Clue No 6.)

. In other words, the Papacy doesn’t even fit two of the six clues,

. Solabelling the Papacy as the Antichrist is both unscriptural and danger ous.

. To be sure, the Papacy isone of the Great Whor €' s prostitute daughter s whose spiritual mother

rides the Beast of Revelation; but the Papacy isnot the Beast.

8. A New World Order

Some groups believe that the Antichrist IsA New World Order, acoalition of the world's religious and
political systems. To be sure, when the Antichrist appears he will head the world's final political,
religious and military systems; which, as predicted, are led by him to attack the land of Israel.
(Zechariah 14: 1) But the Antichrist isnot the system itself.

When he arrives a confederacy of the remnants of all the powers that have gone before (the lion, the bear,
the leopard etc.) will be under his leadership;but the Antichrist is not the confederacy. Heisthe MIND in
the seventh head; five previous heads had fallen (those that had ruled ancient Egypt, Assyria, Babylon,
Medo/Persia, Greece;) the sixth (Rome) was still in power in AD 96.

The seventh world empire isin the process of development. It is coming into existence at this very
moment. (2010) The Antichrist will indeed head this world-dominating end-time religio/political system;
but heisnot aworld empire. We repeat, he isthe seventh head of the world's last empire. Heisthe
brain that will control it. The belief that the Antichrist isacomposite religio-political confederacy is
incomplete; it does not fit all the scriptural clueswe havelisted in thisarticle.

THEY ARE
. ClueNo. 1

o Refersto the Antichrist as the man of lawlessness,the son of perdition.
o One could hardly refer to aworld order asa man.
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. ClueNo. 2
o Requiresthat the Antichrist existed before AD96.
o How could it logically be called a‘new world order’ if it existed long ago?

. ClueNo. 3
o Requiresthat the Antichrist is resurrected from the abyss.

o The abyss, aswe have learned, is an angel dungeon which remains shut till after the
144000 are sealed.

o The abyss houses evil angels, not human beings or man-made systems.

. Clues4& 5

o Say the Antichrist will claim to be God; and that virtually all the peoples of the world will
wor ship him as God.

o How can areligio/political system claim to be God?

o Even more unthinkable, can you imagine the peoples of the world accepting such aclaim
and then worshipping that confederacy as God? Theidea isfarcical.

9. Satan, Lucifer The Devil

Othersbelievethat Antichrist is Satan the devil. They are also mistaken, because of the following
reasons.

1. In The Revelation
o Satan is pictured as the dragon, (Revelation 12: 3 - 9)

o Whereas the Antichrist is pictured as the beast to whom the dragon gives his power, his
throne and great authority. (Revelation 13: 1 - 2)
o How, then, can they be the same person?

2. Satan was not confined to the abyss before AD 96.

o Indeed Satan has been alive, free and very active ever since the Garden of Eden.
o Scores of scriptural texts prove this fact.

3. Satan Will Be Cast Into The Abyss

o At Christ's return and held a captive there for athousand years. (Revelation 20: 1)

o The Antichrist, however, will be burned to death in the |ake of fire at Christ's return.
(Revelation 19: 20)

In other words, we are dealing with two separ ate beings:

. Thebeast who will bereleased from the abyss shortly before Christ’sreturn; and will be put



to death at the Saviour’sreturn.
. And Satan the dragon who will be cast into the abyssfor a thousand years at the Saviour’s
return.

10. Who Or What, Then, Is The Antichrist?

Now that we have examined what the Scriptures have to say about the Antichrist; and how the popular
interpretations concerning him do not match those six clues, the question still remains: Who or What is
the Antichrist? The following answer takes into account the scriptural clues detailed in this article. We
trust that you will prayerfully consider it. Before giving the answer let us summarize what we have
already learned from those clues:

1. The Antichrist isalawless being who vainly imagines he can change the Sabbath and Feast Day
commandmentsin Y ahweh's law.

2. The Antichrist lived sometime before the year AD 96. In that year he was referred to as being
dead.

3. Along with many other evil spirits, the Antichrist was imprisoned in the bottomless Pit; an angel

penitentiary from which he will be released at the 5th Trumpet.

Hisrelease will take place after the sealing of the 144000.

At hisrelease he will only be allowed to torment those who do not have the seal of God in their

foreheads, the mind. (Revelation 9: 4)

6. On being released from the Abyss the Antichrist will reveal himself to mankind and claim to be
the Almighty God! (Revelation 17: 8, 2 Thessalonians 2: 4)

7. Hisreign of terror will last three and a half years: during which time virtually all the

inhabitants of the earth will worship him as God.

He will then attack the heavenly sanctuary and cast some of God's holy angels down to the earth.

He will finally marshal the armies of the world in an attempt to prevent Christ returning to earth.

10. But hewill be defeated in the attempt and burned to death in the lake of fire. (Daniel 8: 9 -

14, Revelation 19: 19 - 21)
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QUESTION:
Who, then, isthe Antichrist?

ANSWER:
With those six scriptural cluesin mind we answer asfollows:

The Antichrist isABADDON the demon king of the bottomless pit.

Abaddon is the leading demon to be released from the Abyss from where the Beast comes. Abaddon is
called the King of the Bottomless Pit. He alone can fit those six scriptural clues. If you will read
Revelation chapter 9 you will get some idea of how this sadist of unspeakable depravity will behave when
he isreleased from the Abyss. The only safeguard against Abaddon the Destroyer isto accept the Seal



of God in your forehead. (your mind) Yahweh's seal isHislaw; and the Sabbath Daysin Hislaw are
His Signature, His Sign.

Isaiah 8: 16: “Bind up the testimony, seal the LAW among my disciples.”

Hebrews 8: 10: “For thisisthe covenant that | will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith
the Lord; | will put my LAWS into their mind, and write them on their hearts...”

Ezekiel 20: 12: “Moreover also | gave them my Sabbaths, to be a SIGN between me and them, that
they might know that | am the Lord that sanctify them.”

When the Abyss is opened the world is going to witness scenes of extreme terror, because that is when
Abaddon the Exterminator will arise from the Abyss to brutalize mankind. Yes, ABADDON ISTHE
ANTICHRIST for he alonefitsthose six identifying clues.

Revelation 9: 11: “ And they had a king over them, which is the Angel of the bottomless pit (the Abyss)
whose name in the Hebrew is ABADDON, but in the Greek tongue hath his name
Apollyon.” (The Destroyer)

The prophecy also tells us that three unclean spiritslike frogs, the spirits of devils, issue from the
mouths of the Dragon, the Beast and the false Prophet. In other words, the Antichrist (the Beast) isan
evil, unclean being like Satan the Devil and the False Prophet. Unclean output (lies) issues from each of
their mouths,

Revelation 16: 13: “ And | saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and
out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet.”

Asking of the evil host which emerges from the bottomless pit, Abaddon isthe per sonification of
evil, a sadist of unspeakable depravity and he speaks with an unclean, lying tongue!

. Abaddon isto Satan, what Y eshua (Jesus) isto Yahweh His Father.
. Abaddon isthelawless one, Y eshua (Jesus) isthe Righteous One.
. Abaddon isthe false messiah, Y eshua (Jesus) isthe True Messiah.

Abaddon existed ages ago, before he was consigned to the Pit for sexual sins hinted at in (2 Peter 2: 4-7,
Jude 6-7). Satan awaits Abaddon’srelease from the Bottomless Pit with great impatience. When the
Bottomless Pit is opened Satan will hand over all his power and authority to Abaddon (Revelation 13: 2)
in the same way as God the Father handed all power and authority over to Jesus His only begotten Son.
(Matthew 28: 18)

YES, ABADDON ISTHE ANTICHRIST, THE LAWLESSONE, THE MAN OF SIN!



In the light of Scripture NO other logical conclusion is possible. We live in aworld of escalating tur moil
and rebellion. In the home, the classroom, the state and the church, rebellion isthe order of the day
and millions are falling away from the faith. Thisisthe first phase of the Apostle Paul's prophecy (2
Thessalonians 2) and we have aready entered it. The next phaseisthe coming of the Antichrist,
Abaddon the demon from the Abyss. Are you taking steps to escape the terrors of Abaddon?
Remember only those who have the Seal of God in their for eheads (the mind) will escape Abaddon's
tortures. (Revelation 9: 4)

. What isthe Seal and Sign of God?
. What isthe Mark of the Beast?
o Thesearequestions which you must be ableto answer correctly.
o Patiently waiting to be raptur ed away to heaven when the Scriptures warn of |awlessness

and impending doom is courting disaster to say the least.
o You must awaketo therealities of the great rebellion against law and order that is

currently sweeping the world.

o You must also be on your guard against those who preach lawlessness from the pulpit.

o That the Law of the Almighty is obsolete and that the weekly seventh day Sabbath and
Feast Day commandmentsin it have been changed or done away with.

BE ON SPECIAL GUARD AGAINST THESE DANGEROUS DECEPTIONS.

AMEN

In the Son’s Name for the Father’sglory.

Elder: Max W. Mader
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